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Subject Committee of 

Buddhist Architecture and Engineering (BAE) 

Meeting Notes and Decisions 

 

First Meeting (SC/BAE/01) 

Date: November 22, 2020, Sunday 

Time: 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm 

Zoom Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89888016872?pwd=SUdvaStWa3hlQWc0VWtJSG9jZmQ1Zz09 

Meeting ID: 898 8801 6872, Passcode: 121282 

 

Chair: Prof Dr Sushil Bahadur Bajracharya,  

sushil_bajracharya@ioe.edu.np, sushil_bajracharya@hotmail.com 

 

Members:  

Dr Naresh Shakya, nare72@gmail.com 

Prof Deepak Pant, dpantji@yahoo.com 

Associate Prof Nagendra Raj Sitoula, nrsitoula@gmail.com, nrsitoula@ioe.edu.np 

Prof Dr Rajendra Adhikari, adhikari_rajendra@outlook.com 

Prof Dr Sangeeta Singh, sangeeta@ioe.edu.np 

Mr Siddhishwor Man Shrestha, Siddhishwor@lbu.edu.np 

 

Special Invitees 

Prof Dr Jiba Raj Pokhrel, Immediate Past Vice Chancellor, Nepal Academy of 

Science and Technology 

Prof Dr Hridaya Ratna Bajracharya, Vice Chancellor, Lumbini Buddhist University 

Dr Tilak Ram Acharya, Registrar, Lumbini Buddhist University 

Prof Dr Shashidhar Ram Joshi, Dean-Institute of Engineering, Tribhuvan University 

Mr Ukesh Raj Bhuju, Dean, School of Development Studies & Applied Sciences, 

Lumbini Buddhist University 

 

Agenda: 

1. Individual Introduction: Name, Address, Expertise and Current Involvement 

2. General Introduction to MoU between IoE (TU) and SDSAS (LBU) 

3. Brief Remarks by Invitees 

4. Recommendations on continuation of the existing programs:  

a. MSc in Constructions Engineering and Management, and  

b. MSc in Disaster Risk Engineering and Management 

These programs are being implemented under the aegis of the Lumbini International 

Academy of Sciences and Technology (LIAST) since December 13, 2015 when 

affiliation as granted. 

Course structures are given in the Annex 1. 

5. Formation of a sub-committee on MSc/ME/MA in Buddhist Architecture and 

Planning  

6. AOB 

----------------------------------------- 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89888016872?pwd=SUdvaStWa3hlQWc0VWtJSG9jZmQ1Zz09
mailto:sushil_bajracharya@ioe.edu.np
mailto:dpantji@yahoo.com
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Subject Committee of Buddhist Architecture and Engineering (BAE) 

Meeting Notes and Decisions 
 

A. Meeting Notes 

 

1. Individual Introduction: Name, Address, Expertise and Current Involvement 

 

Upon arrival of all the participants and invitees, the meeting started at the scheduled time 

under the chairmanship of the Subject Committee, Prof Dr Sushil Bahadur Bajracharya, 

and emceed by Mr Ukesh Raj Bhuju. 

 

As per the schedule, the participants gave their self-introductions along with their 

personal remarks on their areas of interests.  

 

Mr Ukesh Raj Bhuju has received his forestry diploma from the Indian Forest College, 

Dehradun in 1977, and MS in agricultural and extension education from Michigan State 

University in 1984.  Served for the Ministry of Forests & Soil Conservation, International 

Union for Conservation of Nature, and World Wildlife Fund as a forester and field 

researcher, and served at the National College of Kathmandu University as an Academic 

Director and faculty before joining LBU in January 2020. 

 

Mr Nagendra Raj Sitoula received his Bachelor in Civil Engineering in 1991 and MSc in 

Environmental Engineering in 2005 both from Tribhuvan University, Nepal.  Currently, 

he is Director of the Centre for Disaster Studies, Institute of Engineering (TU), and 

Program Coordinator of the Master program in Disaster Risk Management at the 

Department of Civil Engineering of the IoE Pulchowk Campus. 

 

Prof Deepak Pant received his academic degrees from Nepal, Pakistan and Norway, and 

recently retired from IoE.  Retired in 2019, he has been professionally engaged in heritage 

studies, and urban planning.   

 

Prof Dr Rajendra Prasad Adhikari has served for the subject committee at the Pokhara 

University.  The current efforts of LBU towards creating new academic programs in the 

field of Buddhist architecture and planning would be a milestone in quality education. 

 

Prof Dr Sushil B Bajracharya has been serving as an Assistant Dean of Institute of 

Engineering, a Coordinator of MSESSD PhD Program, and Member of the NAST 

Science Award Selection Committee.  There have been informal connections and 

cooperation going on with the LBU in the last few years particularly in respect to the two 

master level programs of LBU, and signing of MoU has formalized these relations.   

 

Prof Dr Sangeeta Singh has received her professional degree in civil engineering, and 

specialized in Infrastructure Planning from the University of Stuttgart in Germany.  She is 

a Deputy Director at the Centre for Disaster Studies and a Program Coordinator for M.Sc. 

in Energy for Sustainable Social Development.  She is associated with the 'Tomorrow's 

Cities' project of the UKRI GCRF Urban Disaster Risk Hub. 

 

Mr Siddhishwor Man Shrestha is the Controller of Examinations and LBU, and earlier he 

has served for over 30 years at the IoE.   
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2. General Introduction to MoU between IoE (TU) and SDSAS (LBU) 

 

Prof Dr Sushil B Bajracharya briefed on the salient features of the MoU between IoE 

(TU) and SDSAS (LBU) that was signed on November 13, 2020.  The key features are  

i. Recommendations for continuation of the two on-going programs such as a) 

MSc in Constructions Engineering and Management, and b) MSc in Disaster 

Risk Engineering and Management; 

ii. Preparation for Master level program of Buddhist Architecture & Planning; 

and  

iii. Feasibility study for Bachelor of Arts in Information Technology, and 

Bachelor of Buddhist Architecture and Engineering. 

 

The MoU also opens an avenue for joint research and project development and 

implementation. 

 

 

3. Brief Remarks by Invitees 

 

Prof Dr Jiba Raj Pokhrel, Immediate Past Vice Chancellor, Nepal Academy of Science 

and Technology 

It gives me a pleasant feeling to be in this platform of intellectuals for promoting Nepal's 

unique cultural heritage of Buddhist architecture and engineering.   The authorities of 

LBU and IOE have demonstrated their pro-activeness by signing an MoU that was one of 

the requirements for promoting the concepts.  I am much delighted and satisfied with the 

steps being taken including this meeting of a subject committee.  I am confident that this 

MoU will not remain as memory only; rather it will be translated into real actions. 

 

An MoU can be reviewed in two ways, such as terminal evaluation at the end of its 

period, or on a continued basis.  I would rather prefer the second choice given the fast 

changing scenario and urgency of the matter. 

 

In the previous feasibility study, we have also developed certain tools such as 

questionnaires for survey among the key stakeholders.  As committed earlier, such survey 

should also be completed for the academic programs that have been conceived. 

 

 

Prof Dr Hridaya Ratna Bajracharya, Vice Chancellor, Lumbini Buddhist University 

On behalf of LBU, I would like to extend my since gratitude to Prof Dr Jiba Raj Pokhrel 

and his teams in the past.  He has successfully completed two vital studies for LBU, such 

as first one on the on-going Master programs in 2019 and the second one on the proposed 

programs on Buddhist Architecture and Engineering in 2020.  The studies have given us a 

full confident to sign an MoU with IoE, and move forward towards continuing the 

existing programs and developing new programs. 

 

The three major conclusions made by Prof Dr Jiba Raj Pokhrel and his teams in reference 

to the on-going MSc programs of engineering are i) curriculum is competent, ii) LBU's 

support is satisfactory, and iii) the examinations are to the mark.  

 

Now, we have entered into the second phase of our efforts.  For me it is a breakthrough to 

have an MoU signed with IoE.  This arrangement has created a mechanism of enhancing 
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LBU's capacity with the 'mentorship' of IoE in developing and implementing academic 

programs of architecture and engineering.  Personally, IoE Dean Prof Dr Shashidhar Ram 

Joshi played a vital role in materializing the idea of MoU. 

 

It would also be relevant to review the past efforts made by LBU in respect to engineering 

programs.  These days, we have noticed that youths are attracted to the contemporary 

professions like development, engineering, environment, management, and tourism etc.  

In fact, their interests do match the need of the country.  Thus, we have created the 

Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences and the School of Development Studies & 

Applied Sciences in 2019.   

 

When LBU initiated its engineering programs, we did not have our own capacity, and our 

mandate was to focus on the Buddhist studies.  At present, the LBU Act has also been 

amended in 2020 by incorporating its scope in the 'other subjects' along with the Buddhist 

philosophical domains.  This gave us a legal back-up. 

 

This subject committee is a culmination of the recommendations made by the feasibility 

study team that completed its study in October 2020.  I would like to see the feasibility 

team be continued as an advisory body. 

 

 

Dr Tilak Ram Acharya, Registrar, Lumbini Buddhist University 

In his separate remarks over the phone, he appreciated for the support and cooperation of 

IoE to LBU.  He added that the formation of a subject committee was a great leap 

forward.  He wished all the success.  He remarked that the deliberations were very fruitful 

for making future plans. 

 

 

Prof Dr Shashidhar Ram Joshi, Dean-Institute of Engineering, Tribhuvan University 

For this MoU to be signed there has been a lot of home works and exercises done by our 

colleagues.  I feel much privileged to be the one to sign on this significant document.  On 

behalf of IoE, there will be our full support to LBU's endeavour of advancing higher 

education on Buddhist Architecture and engineering.   

 

 

4. Agenda-wise discussion 

As per the schedule, the two main agenda tabled for making decisions are  

i. Recommendations on continuation of the existing MSc programs 

ii. Formation of a sub-committee on MSc/ME/MA in Buddhist Architecture and 

Planning  

 

SBB explained the agenda and opened the floor for views and inputs.  On the first agenda, 

following views and inputs were shared. 

i. Recommendations on continuation of the existing MSc programs 

 

Prof Dr Sangeeta Singh 

 Credits: According to the syllabus, there are four core courses of 4 credits plus 

two electives of 4 credits each.  Since there are already 16 credits of core courses, 

there will not be sufficient time for the electives. 
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 Project works:  It would be more appropriate to offer project works in the third 

semester, so that students will gain experience and confidence to complete their 

thesis works in the fourth semester. 

 Content: The current syllabus does not reflect on the contemporary topics like 

Sustainable Development Goals, and disaster resilience.  It is essential to address 

such topics. 

 Isolation: The courses seem to be developed in isolated manner, rather than by 

integrating.  

 Modelling is equally important since the programs are on engineering 

management. 

 

Mr Nagendra Raj Sitoula 

 The courses prescribed for both the MSc programs have been reviewed by 

comparing with the similar courses offered by the other universities in Nepal.  

They were also reviewed from the international perspectives as well.  They have 

been well designed. 

 Revision of the courses is a good idea, since they have been designed almost five 

years back.  Similarly, some additional topics could be accommodated such as 

project works and quantitative tools.  However, at present there is no objection for 

continuing the program as such. 

 

Prof Dr Jiba Raj Pokhrel 

 It is a good idea that Prof Dr Sangeeta Singh brought some contemporary issues 

pertinent to the MSc programs.  When we reviewed the courses in 2019, we found 

them compatible with the similar courses within the country and also abroad.  

Syllabus is not a rigid topic.  There are conventions of revisions, such as once in 

five years, or on a continuous basis.  The contemporary topics such as SDG can be 

well addressed also during thesis works of the students.  We suggest linking the 

elective courses with the thesis works. 

 

Prof Dr Rajendra Prasad Adhikari 

 There is no problem in continuing the MSc programs at present.  Suggestions 

proposed by Prof Dr Sangeeta Singh are fine.  We may also discuss in depth on 

the quality of the syllabus in the separate forum. 

 

Prof Dr Sushil B Bajracharya 

 We have a uniform structure for all Master programs.  There are some 

inconsistencies in CEM and DRM courses.   

 Similarly, the total credits for Master program should be 60.  We at IoE offer only 

12 courses for master programs totalling 36 credits, and the remaining 24 credits 

set aside for practical and research works.  However, an in-depth review of 

courses and credits can be separately discussed. 

 

Dr Naresh Shakya 

 In both the MSc programs, the course entitled 'Basics of Buddhist Studies and 

Buddhism in Nepal' has been oddly inserted in the third semester.  There seems to 

be no link with the other courses.  It would be more appropriate to include the 

topics relevant to the program, such as Buddhist arts, architecture, history etc. 
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Prof Dr Jiba Raj Pokhrel  

 The courses offered in the MSc programs need to integrate Buddhist philosophy 

rather than offering a separate course on Buddhist studies.  The Buddhist studies 

are not be separately studies in isolation, rather they should be built in the all the 

courses. 

 There is also a plan to develop bachelor programs, thus, it is necessary to have 

thorough discussion in incorporating Buddhist philosophy. 

 LBU has to define its unique feature, as done by other institutions.  For example, 

KU and ICIMOD have coined the term like 'Himalayan architecture'.   

 The idea of SDG is much more relevant to Buddhist philosophy. 

 

ii) Formation of a sub-committee on MSc/ME/MA in Buddhist Architecture and Planning  

Prof Dr Sushil B Bajracharya  

 The concept of MSc/ME/MA in Buddhist Architecture and Planning has been 

developed during the feasibility study that was conducted in June through October 

2020.  It was also spelled out specifically in the MoU.  The proposal is to form a 

separate committee within the LBU's policy framework to develop the program. 

 

 

B. Decisions 

On the basis of the remarks made by the invitees, and the ideas and inputs shared by the 

subject committee members, the meeting made the following four decisions: 

 

a) Considering that the two on-going programs (i. MSc in Constructions Engineering & 

Management, and ii. MSc in Disaster Risk Engineering and Management) comply 

with the academic requirements; the currently studying students should be duly 

registered.  

 

b) Considering that the syllabuses of both the MSc programs were developed in 2015, it 

would be appropriate to review them from the following perspectives: 

 accommodate in the course contents the contemporary topics like Sustainable 

Development Goals, and disaster resilience etc.; 

 reorganize course structure and credits to be compatible with the guidelines of 

University Grants Commission; and 

 incorporate Buddhist philosophy in all the courses as appropriate rather than 

inserting a separate course in isolation. 

 

c) Considering the priority as endorsed by the feasibility study team in October 2020 and 

specified in the MoU, the meeting decided to recommend LBU the following experts 

to be nominated in a committee for developing an academic program of MSc/ME/MA 

in Buddhist Architecture & Planning: 

 

Chair: Prof Dr Sushil B Bajracharya (Architect) 

Members: 

Prof Dr Sangeeta Singh (Urban Planning) 

Prof Dr Rajendra Prasad Adhikari (Construction) 

Prof Deepak Pant (Architect, Specialized in Buddhist monuments) 

Dr Naresh Shakya (Buddhist Arts and Philosophy) 
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d) Considering the valuable contributions of the feasibility study team, the meeting 

decided to recommend LBU to continue the team composed of the following experts 

as an advisory body for developing an academic program of MSc/ME/MA in 

Buddhist Architecture & Planning and the other programs. 

 

Chair: Prof Dr Jiba Raj Pokhrel, Immediate Past Vice Chancellor, Nepal Academy of 

Science and Technology 

Members: Prof. Dr. Sushil Bahadur Bajracharya, Assistant Dean, IoE 

Er. Sushil Gyewali, CEO, National Reconstruction Authority  

Er Prof Dr Tri Ratna Bajracharya, President, Nepal Engineering Association  

Dr Manik Ratna Shakya, Dean, LBU Faculty of Buddhist Studies 

Mr Ukesh Raj Bhuju, Dean, LBU-SDSAS 

 

 

C. AOB 

 

There was no additional topic for discussion and decision. 

 

Prof Dr Sushil B Bajracharya thanked all, and declared the meeting to be ended. 

 

 

 
Prof Dr Sushil B Bajracharya 

Chair Subject Committee 

Buddhist Architecture and Engineering (BAE) 

Lumbini Buddhist University 

 

---------------------------------------------  
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Annex 1 
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